Foreword

General education in university education is at a very critical juncture.
From this year (2012) onwards, thanks to the 3—3—4 curriculum education
reform, all local universities will institute general/liberal education in
their undergraduate curriculum. In spite of differences in the curriculum
adopted by different universities, there are surely commonalities in the
problems that these institutions face. Together with the undergraduate
curriculum reforms in most Asian universities mainland China, Taiwan,
Macau, Korea, Japan, Thailand, etc.), discussions on curriculum, pedagogy,
management, quality asurance, and staff development are crucial for the
advancement of the cause of general and liberal education in this area of
the world. There is certainly a great need of an open platform for serious
academic discussion.

Baldwin Cheng Research Centre for General Education (previously
Research Centre for General Education, renamed in 2011) has published
six issues of University General Education Bulletin since 2006, in Chinese
at first. The Bulletin has been very well received by educators working for
general education among Chinese speaking universities. However, in order
to tap into the knowledge and experiences of international experts, the
Bulletin has published both English and Chinese articles since 2009. Facing

the challenges from the university education reform, we believe it is time to



add an academic rigor to the Bulletin by introducing a peer review system.
Hence the present (7") issue of the Bulletin is renamed Journal of General
and Liberal Education. 1t will be a bilingual journal dedicated to issues and
concerns of general and liberal education in the 21* century. Our contributors
include local, regional and international colleagues working in this field.

The special topic of this issue is “Humanistic Concern of General
Education in the 21% Century”. We are very grateful to have contributions
from Roosevelt Montas (USA), Chuan-Shyong Tso (Taiwan) and Bernald
Hung-kay Luk (Canada). Their important insights will hopefully initiate
further discussion on this topic. We would also like to thank other authors for
sharing their experiences and visions on “Teaching and Learning in General
Education”, “General Education Research” and “Forum”.

Journal of General and Liberal Education welcomes your comment and

contribution.

Chan-Fai CHEUNG
Mei-Yee LEUNG

Editors-in-chief
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