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Reorientations of General Education as Life Education in the
Twenty-first Century

Chun-chieh Huang
(English Abstract)

The present article argues that general education as life education is one of the
most important education in the twenty-first century. It is pointed out that the
bewilderment of one’s “self” and the loss of sense of meaning, the rupture of tradition
and the challenge of ecological crisis constitute the three major problems of

humankind in the twenty-first century.

We indicate that the development of globalization and the rise of Asia are the two
major trends in the twenty-first century. In sync with these two major development in
the twenty-first century, general education as life education has to focus on three new
directions, viz., the education for “mindful awareness,” the classics education and the
environmental education. All of these three types of life education share the premises
of the continuity rather than rupture of civilization. All of them stress the integration
of the “self” with “others,” the continuity between the past and the present, and the

harmony between the humanity and nature.
Keyword: General education, life education, 21* century, Globalization, the Rise of

Asia, life education, mindful awareness, classics education, environmental

literacy.
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