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Charles Darwin, the founder of the theory of evolution, was a fieldworker, scientist, husband, father, and above all, man.  He and his wife Emma had ten children but three of them died in their early childhood.


Randal Keynes’ great-grandfather was George Darwin, who was the fifth child of Charles and Emma Darwin.  As the great-great-grandson of Charles Darwin, Randal in the late 1990s came across “Annie’s box”, the writing case of Anne Elizabeth Darwin, who was Charles and Emma’s first and beloved daughter died at the age of ten in 1851.


The “box” triggered Randal’s interest in digging into and hence describing the short life of Annie, which also reflects the human face of Charles Darwin.

(This talk will be delivered in Cantonese)
